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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed August 13, 2002, the Applicant elects Group 
I, claims 1 through 6, with traverse. Reconsideration of the Election/Restriction is 
respectfully requested. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1 through 12 are pending in this application. It is submitted that all of the 
claims should be examined together because, as the Office Action makes clear, all of the 
claims are classified together in Class 435, Subclass 7.2. Plus, all of the claims in Group 
II are dependent on claim 1, so Group II will be allowable if claim 1 is allowed. Further, a 
search of the claims of Group II is integral to a search of the claims of Group I, since the 
two groups differ only in the step of comparing the data to known microorganism data. 
Searching the claims of one group involves inherently searching the claims of the other 
group and thus the consideration of these claims together ought to be no undue burden. 
It is thus inappropriate to restrict the pending claims into two groups. 

Withdrawal of the restriction requirement is earnestly solicited. 
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